
Plan your own itinerary at Trip.Expert

Three-Day Journey to Kyoto, Japan

This itinerary is designed for first-time visitors to Kyoto, offering
a blend of historic sites, cultural experiences, and natural beauty
over the course of three days.
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 Trip Summary

Day 1

1 08:00 Google Maps  Fushimi Inari Taisha, Kyoto

2 10:30 Google Maps  Kiyomizu-dera, Kyoto

3 12:30 Google Maps  Gion, Kyoto

4 14:00 Google Maps  Yasaka Shrine, Kyoto

5 15:30 Google Maps  Nishiki Market, Kyoto

Day 2

1 09:30 Google Maps  Kinkaku-ji, Kyoto

2 08:00 Google Maps  Ryōan-ji, Kyoto

3 11:30 Google Maps  Arashiyama Bamboo Forest, Kyoto

4 13:00 Google Maps  Tenryu-ji, Kyoto

5 14:30 Google Maps  Togetsukyo Bridge

Day 3

1 08:00 Google Maps  Ginkaku-ji, Kyoto

2 09:30 Google Maps  Philosopher's Path, Kyoto
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=8870624639634301673
https://maps.google.com/?cid=7111013964196361402
https://maps.google.com/?q=Gion,+Higashiyama+Ward,+Kyoto,+Japan&ftid=0x600108c3c1c67b67:0xdcb04aa1398efb4
https://maps.google.com/?cid=14374021738854095593
https://maps.google.com/?cid=13159134450370243740
https://maps.google.com/?cid=1073025677330113631
https://maps.google.com/?cid=16261116435795248450
https://maps.google.com/?cid=18131488233213033693
https://maps.google.com/?cid=14815785984447432896
https://maps.google.com/?cid=17011495368415127613
https://maps.google.com/?cid=2705196751698570185
https://maps.google.com/?cid=10482958477244399860


3 11:00 Google Maps  Nanzen-ji Temple, Kyoto

4 13:00 Google Maps  Heian Shrine

5 14:30 Google Maps  Kyoto International Manga Museum
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=4085672666846396493
https://maps.google.com/?cid=8484457972734838095
https://maps.google.com/?cid=17446613428721746764


 Day 1

1 08:00  Fushimi Inari Taisha, Kyoto 
68 Fukakusa Yabunouchichō, Fushimi Ward, Kyoto, 612-0882,
Japan

Ascend the iconic path of torii gates at Fushimi Inari Taisha,
dedicated to the Shinto god of rice and prosperity. The vermilion
gates create a mesmerizing tunnel leading to the sacred Mount
Inari. This spiritual journey offers not only breathtaking views of
Kyoto but also a profound encounter with Japanese spirituality
and cultural traditions.

Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

2 10:30  Kiyomizu-dera, Kyoto 
1-chōme-294 Kiyomizu, Higashiyama-ku, Kyoto, 605-0862, Japan

Perched on Mount Otowa, Kiyomizu-dera offers panoramic views
of Kyoto and is renowned for its wooden terrace jutting out over
the hillside. The temple, a UNESCO World Heritage site,
captivates with seasonal displays, particularly in cherry blossom
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=8870624639634301673
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Fushimi Inari Taisha, Kyoto, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Fushimi Inari Taisha, Kyoto, Japan


and autumn foliage seasons. Immerse yourself in spiritual vibes,
local rituals, and awe-inspiring vistas from this iconic Kyoto
landmark.

Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

3 12:30  Gion, Kyoto 
Gion, Higashiyama Ward, Kyoto, Japan

Gion, Kyoto's historic geisha district, is a living testament to
Japan's traditional culture. Walk cobbled streets adorned with
wooden machiya houses, where geisha and maiko gracefully
move between teahouses. Gion preserves its authenticity
through its tea ceremonies, cultural performances, and a chance
to glimpse the iconic geisha lifestyle, making it a captivating
journey into Kyoto's past.
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=7111013964196361402
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Kiyomizu-dera, Kyoto, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Kiyomizu-dera, Kyoto, Japan


Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

4 14:00  Yasaka Shrine, Kyoto 
625 Gionmachi Kitagawa, Higashiyama Ward, Kyoto, 605-0073,
Japan

Situated in the Gion district, Yasaka Shrine is a vibrant Shinto
sanctuary known for its iconic vermilion gate and lantern-lined
paths. With a history dating back to the 7th century, it hosts the
Gion Matsuri, one of Kyoto's most celebrated festivals. Yasaka
Shrine is a cultural hub where traditional ceremonies and lively
festivals converge, offering visitors a glimpse into Kyoto's rich
spiritual heritage amidst a lively and festive atmosphere.

Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels
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https://maps.google.com/?q=Gion,+Higashiyama+Ward,+Kyoto,+Japan&ftid=0x600108c3c1c67b67:0xdcb04aa1398efb4
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Gion, Kyoto, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Gion, Kyoto, Japan
https://maps.google.com/?cid=14374021738854095593
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Yasaka Shrine, Kyoto, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Yasaka Shrine, Kyoto, Japan


5 15:30  Nishiki Market, Kyoto 
609番地 Nishidaimonjicho, Nakagyō-ku, Kyoto, 604-8054, Japan

Known as "Kyoto's Kitchen," Nishiki Market is a culinary haven
offering a sensory feast of fresh produce, local delicacies, and
traditional Kyoto fare. Explore narrow stalls brimming with
Kyoto's culinary treasures, from pickled vegetables to fresh
seafood. A food lover's paradise, Nishiki Market captures the
essence of Kyoto's gastronomic diversity.

Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=13159134450370243740
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Nishiki Market, Kyoto, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Nishiki Market, Kyoto, Japan


 Day 2

1 09:30  Kinkaku-ji, Kyoto 
1 Kinkakujichō, Kita-ku, Kyoto, 603-8361, Japan

Adorned in shimmering gold leaf, Kinkaku-ji stands as a
resplendent Zen temple set amidst exquisite gardens and
reflective ponds. Each season unveils a different spectacle,
making it a visual feast. Embodying the philosophy of Muromachi-
era architecture, Kinkaku-ji is a timeless masterpiece, drawing
admirers worldwide to its tranquil ambiance.

Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

2 08:00  Ryōan-ji, Kyoto 
13 Ryōanji Goryōnoshitachō, Ukyo Ward, Kyoto, 616-8001, Japan

Ryōan-ji, a Zen temple famed for its karesansui (dry rock
garden), embodies simplicity and contemplation. The
meticulously arranged rocks amidst raked gravel are a visual
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=1073025677330113631
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Kinkaku-ji, Kyoto, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Kinkaku-ji, Kyoto, Japan


metaphor for nature and the universe. As a UNESCO World
Heritage site, Ryōan-ji encourages quiet reflection, providing a
peaceful escape from the city's hustle and bustle.

Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

3 11:30  Arashiyama Bamboo Forest, Kyoto 
Sagaogurayama Tabuchiyamacho, Ukyo Ward, Kyoto, 616-8394,
Japan

A surreal realm of towering bamboo groves, Arashiyama Bamboo
Forest is a natural wonder located on the outskirts of Kyoto.
Wander through the enchanting pathways enveloped by soaring
bamboo shoots, creating an otherworldly ambiance. Famous for
its ethereal beauty, the forest is a haven for photographers and
nature lovers. A visit offers a serene escape into a lush, green
sanctuary.
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=16261116435795248450
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Ryōan-ji, Kyoto, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Ryōan-ji, Kyoto, Japan


Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

4 13:00  Tenryu-ji, Kyoto 
Japan, 〒616-8385 京都府京都市右京区嵯峨天龍寺芒ノ馬場町６８

Revered as the first Zen temple in Kyoto's Arashiyama district,
Tenryu-ji boasts exquisite Zen gardens and historic architecture.
The UNESCO World Heritage site features the Sogenchi Pond
Garden, offering a tranquil reflection of the surrounding hills.
Tenryu-ji's spiritual ambiance, combined with its stunning natural
surroundings, makes it a must-visit for those seeking tranquility
and a glimpse into Japanese Zen Buddhism.
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=18131488233213033693
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Arashiyama Bamboo Forest, Kyoto, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Arashiyama Bamboo Forest, Kyoto, Japan


Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

5 14:30  Togetsukyo Bridge 
1-5 Sagatenryūji Susukinobabachō, Ukyo Ward, Kyoto, 616-8384,
Japan

Togetsukyo Bridge is a famous landmark in Kyoto, Japan, known
for its stunning views of the Arashiyama district and the
surrounding mountains. It's a must-visit for its picturesque
scenery.
Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=14815785984447432896
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Tenryu-ji, Kyoto, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Tenryu-ji, Kyoto, Japan
https://maps.google.com/?cid=17011495368415127613
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Togetsukyo Bridge, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Togetsukyo Bridge, Japan


 Day 3

1 08:00  Ginkaku-ji, Kyoto 
2 Ginkakujichō, Sakyō-ku, Kyoto, 606-8402, Japan

Ginkaku-ji (Jishō-ji), or the Silver Pavilion, stands as a testament
to Kyoto's cultural richness. Despite lacking actual silver coating,
this Zen temple exudes elegance and simplicity. Wander through
meticulously raked gravel gardens and reflective ponds,
absorbing the beauty that influenced Japanese aesthetic ideals.
The Silver Pavilion is a cultural gem, reflecting the wabi-sabi
philosophy, making it a must-visit destination.

Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

2 09:30  Philosopher's Path, Kyoto 
Tetsugaku No Michi, 鹿ケ谷寺ノ前町 左京区 京都市 京都府 606-8426, Japan

Stroll along the enchanting Philosopher's Path, a canal-lined
walkway embraced by cherry blossoms in spring and vibrant
foliage in autumn. This serene route in the Higashiyama district
is named after the philosopher Nishida Kitaro, who found
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=2705196751698570185
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Ginkaku-ji, Kyoto, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Ginkaku-ji, Kyoto, Japan


inspiration here. Enjoy the ambiance of traditional teahouses and
boutiques while appreciating the artistic charm that captivates
visitors throughout the seasons.

Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

3 11:00  Nanzen-ji Temple, Kyoto 
Japan, 〒606-8435 京都府京都市左京区南禅寺福地町８６

Nanzen-ji Temple, nestled in the Higashiyama mountains, is a
spiritual haven revered for its expansive grounds and distinctive
architectural style. The grand Sanmon gate welcomes visitors to
lush gardens, teahouses, and serene rock gardens. Famous for
its historic aqueduct and panoramic views, Nanzen-ji offers a
tranquil escape and a glimpse into Kyoto's rich cultural heritage.
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=10482958477244399860
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Philosopher's Path, Kyoto, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Philosopher's Path, Kyoto, Japan


Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

4 13:00  Heian Shrine 
97 Okazaki Nishitennōchō, Sakyo Ward, Kyoto, 606-8341, Japan

Heian Shrine is a famous Shinto shrine in Kyoto, known for its
stunning architecture, beautiful gardens, and traditional Japanese
festivals. A must-visit for history and culture enthusiasts.
Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

5 14:30  Kyoto International Manga Museum 
452 Kinbukicho, Nakagyō-ku, Kyoto, 604-0846, Japan

A paradise for manga enthusiasts, the Kyoto International Manga
Museum houses an extensive collection of over 300,000 manga
from every genre imaginable. What makes it unique is the "Wall
of Manga," where visitors can freely peruse and borrow from the
vast collection. Famous for its interactive approach to manga
appreciation, the museum offers a cultural immersion into
Japan's beloved art form. It's an engaging destination for manga
lovers, illustrators, and those intrigued by the global
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=4085672666846396493
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Nanzen-ji Temple, Kyoto, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=8484457972734838095
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Heian Shrine, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Heian Shrine, Japan


phenomenon of Japanese comics.
Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels
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