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Nikko, Japan: Best Places to Visit

Nikko, Japan is a picturesque town located in the mountains of
Tochigi Prefecture, just a few hours north of Tokyo. It is famous
for its stunning natural beauty, including lush forests, cascading
waterfalls, and serene lakes. The town is also home to several
UNESCO World Heritage sites, such as the Toshogu Shrine, a
lavish and ornate mausoleum dedicated to Tokugawa Ieyasu,
the founder of the Tokugawa shogunate. The shrine is known for
its intricate carvings and vibrant colors, making it a must-see for
visitors interested in Japanese history and architecture.

In addition to its cultural and historical attractions, Nikko offers a
variety of outdoor activities, including hiking, hot springs, and
scenic drives through the surrounding mountains. The town is
particularly popular in the fall, when the leaves change color and
create a breathtaking display of autumn foliage.

Nikko is a perfect destination for international tourists looking to
experience the natural beauty and rich history of Japan. Whether
you're interested in exploring ancient temples, taking in
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stunning landscapes, or simply relaxing in a peaceful mountain
town, Nikko has something to offer for every type of traveler.

What is the best time to visit Nikko, Japan?
The best time to visit Nikko, Japan is during the spring (March to May) or autumn (September
to November) when the weather is mild and the natural scenery is at its most beautiful.

Is Nikko, Japan a safe city for tourists?
Yes, Nikko is generally a safe city for tourists. The crime rate is low, and the locals are friendly
and helpful.

How do I get around Nikko, Japan?
You can get around Nikko using the local buses, taxis, or rental bicycles. The Nikko World
Heritage Area is also easily walkable.

Are credit cards widely accepted in Nikko, Japan?
Credit cards are not as widely accepted in Nikko as they are in larger cities, so it's best to
carry cash, especially when visiting smaller shops and restaurants.

What is the tipping etiquette in Nikko, Japan?
Tipping is not a common practice in Japan, including Nikko. Good service is expected and
appreciated, but tipping is not necessary.

What is the nightlife like in Nikko, Japan?
Nikko is known for its serene and natural surroundings, so the nightlife is relatively quiet.
There are a few bars and izakayas (Japanese pubs) where you can enjoy a drink and socialize
with locals.

What is the local cuisine in Nikko, Japan?
The local cuisine in Nikko includes yuba (tofu skin), soba noodles, and freshwater fish dishes.
There are also many traditional Japanese ryokan (inns) where you can experience kaiseki, a
multi-course meal featuring local and seasonal ingredients.

What are the traditional festivals and celebrations in Nikko, Japan?
Some of the traditional festivals and celebrations in Nikko include the Nikko Toshogu Shrine
Grand Spring Festival in May, the Yayoi Festival in April, and the Nikko Toshogu Shrine Grand
Autumn Festival in October.
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 Trip Summary

Day 1

1 Google Maps  Shinkyo Bridge, Nikko

2 Google Maps  Nikko Futarasan jinja Haiden

3 Google Maps  Kanmangafuchi Abyss, Nikko

4 Google Maps  Rinnoji Temple, Nikko

5 Google Maps  Kegon Falls, Nikko

6 Google Maps  Lake Chūzenji, Nikko

7 Google Maps  Mt.Hangetsu Observation deck, Nikko

8 Google Maps  Nikko Tamozawa Imperial Villa
Memorial Park

9 Google Maps  Nikko Botanical Gardens

10 Google Maps  Nikko Irohazaka Kengamine
Observatory

11 Google Maps  Nikko Natural Science Museum

12 Google Maps  Ryuzu Falls, Nikko

13 Google Maps  Senjugahama beach, Nikko

14 Google Maps  Nikko National Park
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=4119280645435830247
https://maps.google.com/?cid=13088673435617889718
https://maps.google.com/?cid=9661160403484291377
https://maps.google.com/?cid=4279371202807543079
https://maps.google.com/?cid=2854331467545400973
https://maps.google.com/?q=Lake+Ch%C5%ABzenji&ftid=0x601fac2d62caed55:0x189a07613b017870
https://maps.google.com/?cid=1457391780654534764
https://maps.google.com/?cid=2552422346752999248
https://maps.google.com/?cid=2119272210612565036
https://maps.google.com/?cid=12581421653709756396
https://maps.google.com/?cid=17464107868945773642
https://maps.google.com/?cid=9789070077859263432
https://maps.google.com/?cid=15694747280253883094
https://maps.google.com/?cid=9876161776330184338


15 Google Maps  British Embassy Villa Memorial Park,
Nikko

16 Google Maps  Italian Embassy Villa Memorial Park,
Nikko
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=6052535047471249435
https://maps.google.com/?cid=13202382327004289757


 Day 1

1 Shinkyo Bridge, Nikko 
Japan, 〒321-1401 栃木県日光市上鉢石町山内

The Shinkyo Bridge in Nikko, Japan is a stunning red lacquered
bridge that is famous for its beautiful architecture and
picturesque setting. It is a UNESCO World Heritage site and is
considered one of the most important landmarks in Nikko.
Visitors should not miss the opportunity to see this iconic bridge.

Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

2 Nikko Futarasan jinja Haiden 
2307 Sannai, Nikko, Tochigi 321-1431, Japan

Futarasan Shrine in Nikko, Japan is a UNESCO World Heritage site
known for its stunning natural surroundings and historical
significance. Dedicated to the deities of Nikko's three sacred
mountains, the shrine is a must-visit for those interested in
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=4119280645435830247
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https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Shinkyo Bridge, Nikko, Japan


Japanese spirituality and traditional architecture.

 Saigen Jiro, CC0, via Wikimedia Commons 

Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

3 Kanmangafuchi Abyss, Nikko 
Takumicho, Nikko, Tochigi 321-1415, Japan

Kanmangafuchi Abyss in Nikko, Japan is famous for its serene
natural beauty and the row of 70 stone statues of Jizo, a
Bodhisattva who is believed to protect travelers and children.
Visitors can enjoy a peaceful walk along the river and take in the
tranquil atmosphere of this historic and spiritual site.
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Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

4 Rinnoji Temple, Nikko 
2300 Sannai, Nikko, Tochigi 321-1431, Japan

Rinno-ji Temple (Rin’nōji Houmotsuden treasure house) in Nikko,
Japan is a renowned Buddhist temple complex known for its
stunning architecture and serene atmosphere. It is famous for its
beautiful Toshogu Shrine, which is dedicated to the founder of
the Tokugawa Shogunate. Visitors should not miss the chance to
explore this historic and culturally significant site.
Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

5 Kegon Falls, Nikko 
Chugushi, Nikko, Tochigi 321-1661, Japan

Kegon Falls in Nikko, Japan is a stunning 97-meter waterfall
surrounded by lush greenery and towering cliffs. It is famous for
its impressive height and the beautiful natural scenery that
surrounds it. Visitors should not miss the opportunity to witness
this breathtaking natural wonder while exploring the Nikko area.
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=9661160403484291377
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Kanmangafuchi Abyss, Nikko, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Kanmangafuchi Abyss, Nikko, Japan
https://maps.google.com/?cid=4279371202807543079
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Rinnoji Temple, Nikko, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Rinnoji Temple, Nikko, Japan


Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

6 Lake Chūzenji, Nikko 
Lake Chūzenji, Chugushi, Nikko, Tochigi 321-1661, Japan

Lake Chuzenji in Nikko, Japan is a picturesque and serene
destination famous for its stunning natural beauty and the iconic
Kegon Falls. Visitors can enjoy boat rides on the lake, take in the
breathtaking views of the surrounding mountains, and explore
the nearby temples and shrines. It's a must-visit for nature lovers
and those seeking tranquility.
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https://maps.google.com/?cid=2854331467545400973
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Kegon Falls, Nikko, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Kegon Falls, Nikko, Japan


Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

7 Mt.Hangetsu Observation deck, Nikko 
Ashiomachi, Nikko, Tochigi 321-1511, Japan

The Mt. Hangetsu Observation Deck in Nikko, Japan offers
stunning panoramic views of the surrounding mountains and
Lake Chuzenji. Famous for its breathtaking scenery and vibrant
autumn foliage, it is a must-visit for nature lovers and
photographers. The observation deck provides a peaceful and
serene escape from the bustling city.
Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

8 Nikko Tamozawa Imperial Villa Memorial Park 
8-27 Honchō, Nikko, Tochigi 321-1434, Japan

Tamozawa Imperial Villa in Nikko, Japan is a historic and
beautifully preserved imperial residence. It is famous for its
stunning architecture, traditional Japanese gardens, and
historical significance as a former retreat for the imperial family.
Visitors can experience the grandeur of the Meiji era and
immerse themselves in Japan's rich cultural heritage.
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https://maps.google.com/?q=Lake+Ch%C5%ABzenji&ftid=0x601fac2d62caed55:0x189a07613b017870
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Lake Chūzenji, Nikko, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Lake Chūzenji, Nikko, Japan
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https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Mt.Hangetsu Observation deck, Nikko, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Mt.Hangetsu Observation deck, Nikko, Japan


 Gryffindor, CC0 1.0 DEED, via Wikimedia Commons 

Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

9 Nikko Botanical Gardens 
1842 Hanaishichō, Nikko, Tochigi 321-1435, Japan

Nikko Botanical Garden is a renowned attraction in Nikko, Japan,
known for its stunning collection of over 2,000 plant species.
Visitors can explore the diverse landscapes, including a rock
garden, water lilies, and a traditional Japanese garden. The
garden is a must-visit for nature enthusiasts and those seeking
tranquility.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tamozawa_Imperial_Villa_2018_(008).jpg
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en
https://maps.google.com/?cid=2552422346752999248
https://www.getyourguide.com/s/?q=Nikko Tamozawa Imperial Villa Memorial Park, Japan&partner_id=TL9QH04
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?aid=7940302&ss=Nikko Tamozawa Imperial Villa Memorial Park, Japan


Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

10 Nikko Irohazaka Kengamine Observatory 
Chugushi, Nikko, Tochigi 321-1661, Japan

Irohazaka Winding Road in Nikko, Japan is a famous and
picturesque mountain road with 48 hairpin turns. It offers
stunning views of the surrounding mountains and is a popular
destination for nature lovers and driving enthusiasts. Visitors can
enjoy the challenging drive and the beautiful scenery along the
way.
Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

11 Nikko Natural Science Museum 
2480-1 Chūgūshi, Nikko, Tochigi 321-1661, Japan

The Nikko Natural Science Museum in Nikko, Japan is a renowned
institution showcasing the region's diverse flora and fauna.
Visitors can explore interactive exhibits, learn about the area's
geological history, and see a variety of preserved specimens.
This museum is a must-visit for nature enthusiasts and those
interested in the local ecosystem.
Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels
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12 Ryuzu Falls, Nikko 
Chugushi, Nikko, Tochigi 321-1661, Japan

Ryuzu Falls in Nikko, Japan is a stunning natural attraction known
for its picturesque twin waterfalls cascading down a rocky cliff.
The falls are famous for their beauty and are a popular spot for
nature lovers and photographers. Visitors should not miss the
chance to witness this breathtaking natural wonder.

 663highland, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons 

Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

13 Senjugahama beach, Nikko 
Chugushi, Nikko, Tochigi 321-1661, Japan

Senjugahama in Nikko, Japan is a picturesque beach known for
its stunning views of Lake Chuzenji and the surrounding
mountains. Visitors can enjoy a peaceful stroll along the shore,
take in the natural beauty, and relax in the tranquil atmosphere.
It's a must-visit for nature lovers and those seeking a serene
escape.
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 くろふね, CC BY 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons 

Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

14 Nikko National Park 
Yumoto, Nikko, Tochigi 321-1662, Japan

Nikko National Park in Nikko, Japan is famous for its stunning
natural beauty, including waterfalls, lakes, and hot springs. The
park is also home to Toshogu Shrine, a UNESCO World Heritage
site known for its intricate architecture and historical
significance. Visitors can enjoy hiking, wildlife viewing, and
cultural exploration.
Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

15 British Embassy Villa Memorial Park, Nikko 
2482 Chūgūshi, Nikko, Tochigi 321-1661, Japan

Nestled by Lake Chuzenji, the British Embassy Villa Memorial
Park offers stunning views and a glimpse into the past. Once the
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summer residence of British diplomats, it now showcases exhibits
on Anglo-Japanese relations. The well-preserved architecture and
tranquil gardens make it an ideal spot for relaxation and history.
Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels

16 Italian Embassy Villa Memorial Park, Nikko 
Japan, 〒321-1661 栃木県日光市中宮祠２４８２

The Italian Embassy Villa Memorial Park, located on the shores of
Lake Chuzenji, was once a summer retreat for Italian diplomats.
Its elegant design and serene setting provide a unique blend of
Italian and Japanese influences. Visitors can enjoy art exhibitions,
beautifully landscaped gardens, and breathtaking lake views.
Google Maps       Tickets       Nearby Hotels
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